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1 . FOLLOWING IS AN UNOFFICIAL, UNCORRECTED TRANSCRIPT 
OP STATEMENT MADE BY DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN AT NOON PRESS 
BRIEFING JUNE 12, 1978: QUOTE: I HAVE A SHORT STATE- 
MENT: ON SATURDAY, JUNE 10, OUR EMBASSY IN CARACAS 
ISSUED THE POLLOWING STATEMENT. THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA SEEING THE UPI REPORT THAT ALLEGEDLY 
DESCRIBED CERTAIN BRIEPING PAPERS COMMENTING ON VENE- 
ZUELAN DOMESTIC APPAIRS THE EMBASSY WISHES TO STATE THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT OP THE UNITED STATES OP AMERICA TAKES 
ABSOLUTELY NO POSITION REGARDING THE PORTHCOMING VENE- 
ZUELAN ELECTIONS. THE POINTS OP VIEW DESCRIBED IN THE 
NEWS REPORT DO NOT IN ANY WAY REELECT THE POSITION OR 
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POLICY OP THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. THAT IS THE END 
OP THE EMBASSY'S QUOTE. I WOULD SAY PURTHER, THE 
QUOTATIONS PROM CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS THAT APPEARED IN THE 
PRESS ACCOUNT SEEM TO COME FROM BACKGROUND BRIEFING 
MATERIALS PREPARED AT STAFP LEVELS POR THE PRESIDENT'S 
TRIP. THEY DO NOT REPRESENT A STATEMENT OP U.S. POLICY, 
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THEY DO NOT REPRESENT OFFICIAL U S. VIEWS OR POLICY. LET 
ME GIVE YOU TWO EXTRACTS OF WHAT PRESIDENT CARTER DID SAY 
IN CARACAS WHICH ARE DEFINITIVE STATEMENTS OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION'S POSITION. THE FIRST, "THERE IS NO PLACE 
I WOULD RATHER BEGIN SUCH A JOURNEY THAN HERE IN VENEZUELA, 
BY NATIONS, ALLIES, IN SUPPORT OF DEMOCRACY AND ONE OF THE 
WORLD'S LEADERS IN THE SOLUTION OF THOSE ISSUES THAT 
TROUBLE US SO MUCH." THAT IS THE END OF ONE QUOTE. A 
SECOND QUOTE, "WE HAVE A POLICY IN OUR COUNTRY WHICH I AM 
INSISTENT IN MAINTAINING — WOULD NOT INTERVENE IN THE 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF OTHER NATIONS ". END OF THAT QUOTE. 

AND THAT IS THE END OF MY STATEMENTS FOR TODAY. 

2. FOR CARACAS: YOU SHOULD INFORM PRESIDENT PEREZ OF 
THE ABOVE AND ADD THAT WE DEEPLY REGRET ANY DIEFICULTIES 
THAT HE MAY HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY THE PRESS STORIES. YOU 
SHOULD REITERATE TO HIM THE IMPORTANCE THAT WE PLACE ON 
OUR CLOSE AND COOPERATIVE RELATIONS, AND ASSURE HIM THAT 
FOR OUR PART WE EXPECT RELATIONS TO CONTINUE IN THIS VEIN. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO PUT ASIDE THIS UNFORTUNATE INCIDENT AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE AND CONTINUE WITH THE MANY IMPORTANT 
AREAS OF RELATIONS IN WHICH OUR TWO COUNTRIES ARE 
ACTIVELY ENGAGED. 

3. FYI: IN RESPONSE TO PARA THREE OF REFTEL, THE UPI 
ARTICLES CONTAIN VERBATIM QUOTES FROM THE BRIEFING 
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PAPERS (CLASSIFIED SECRET) PREPARED FOR THE VENEZUELA 
VISIT. VANCE 
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